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Irish Cement builds dynamic view of
IT assets with Centennial Discovery

What they say about
Centennial Discovery

“I would strongly
recommend Centennial
Discovery to anyone with
a large network spread
across multiple sites.”

Alan Shinnors

With Sarbanes Oxley compliance and cost
management goals top of the IT management agenda,
Irish Cement turned to Centennial Discovery to help
provide a full and accurate report on IT assets and
drive out unnecessary costs from the business.

Irish Cement has been helping build Irish homes and offices for over 60 years and is
a member of the CRH Group, one of the world’s leading providers of building
materials. Despite being an Irish company, CRH Group is listed on the New York
Stock Exchange (CRH.N) and therefore its subsidiaries, including Irish Cement, are
subject to Sarbanes Oxley, the US legislation that holds corporate executives
personally responsible for the accuracy of their accounting practices and reports.

With these legal requirements, plus the suspicion that the company was spending too
much on IT procurement and software licensing, Irish Cement decided that an IT
asset discovery solution was required to dramatically cut down the manual labour
involved in auditing assets and cutting out unnecessary costs from the business.

After evaluating several solutions on the market, Irish Cement chose Centennial
Discovery, supplied by Dublin-based Centennial partner Servaplex, to identify and
manage the IT assets across its sites at Castlemungret in Co. Limerick and Platin in
Co. Louth.

According to Alan Shinnors at Irish Cement: “Discovery has saved us hundreds of
hours. The speed with which it collects data, combined with the intuitive graphical
reports in the web interface make using the product very easy and quick.”

With Discovery’s ability to automatically detect and report on any new hardware
and software found across the entire network — even across multiple sites — the
solution effectively banishes any time delay between new assets being installed and
the IT asset register being updated. In addition to its reporting capabilities,
Discovery is also an important IT Governance tool, as it helps IT staff at Irish
Cement spot potential problems before they have a chance to impact productivity
or security.

For example, the software can quickly identify new machines being added to the
network that were not bought centrally, or highlight the presence of dangerous
software such as Peer-to-Peer file sharing applications or possible malware.
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Managing the software estate

Like many organisations, Irish Cement has a love-hate relationship with software.
While critical to everyday business, the applications in use across the network can
also represent a significant headache for IT staff as they struggle to maintain an
accurate view of procurement and licensing. With Discovery, the company can now
quickly identify exactly how many instances of an application are installed against
how many licenses have actually been purchased.

Where installations exceed licenses, Irish Cement can first check whether any
instances are unused — and can thus be uninstalled — before acquiring more licenses
to cover any shortfall. Where the company is using less applications that it has
already paid for; it can investigate opportunities to surrender support agreements, or
re-deploy software to other parts of the organisation.

Network planning

Another feature in Centennial Discovery that has found favour with Irish Cement is
the ability to take dynamic data on the current state of IT assets and use this to
accurately plan for future upgrade requirements.

For example, using Discovery’s wizards, IT managers can quickly assess whether it
would be more cost-effective to perform a hardware refresh to support a new OS
or application roll-out, or whether a simple memory or disk upgrade would be
cheaper.

These tools also make it easier for managers to see at a glance the different

platforms, processors, operating systems and hardware types on the network —
which can be vital to network consolidation and refresh projects.

Best of both worlds

With a dynamically-updated view of its assets, Irish Cement is meeting its Sarbanes
Oxley obligations — but where many companies end up incurring a heavy cost for
compliance, Alan and his team are actually able to remain compliant and drive down
IT costs through achieving 100% visibility of the network.

“We take all our legal obligations seriously, whether it's Sarbanes Oxley or
environmental protection measures,” said Alan. “Thanks to Discovery, | can meet the
organisation’s requirements without drastically increasing our cost base.”

“I would strongly recommend Centennial Discovery to anyone with a large network
spread across multiple sites,” concluded Alan.

Centennial Discovery is available worldwide through a dedicated network of
professional VAR partners, including Dublin-based Servaplex.

For more information visit: www.centennial-software.com
www.servaplex.com



